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Summary of HF and Grant Opportunity
Hispanic Federation (HF), a Latino nonprofit membership and grant making organization based in the U.S. and 

now in Puerto Rico, announces a new Puerto Rico Federally Qualified Health Center Disaster Recovery 

Fund, part of HF’s UNIDOS Disaster Relief & Recovery Program. A total of $2 million is available from this fund, 

which aims to help repair and strengthen Puerto Rico’s  system of Federally Qualified Health Centers.

Hurricane Maria has brought unparalleled devastation to Puerto Rico. Its health care system, weakened by 

a decades-long economic crisis and profound underinvestment, was catastrophically affected. Puerto Rico’s 

(FQHCs), the single most important source of primary health care for low-income and vulnerable communities 

on the island, have served as “first health care responders” in this grave public health crisis. Yet many were 

damaged by the storm, and are in dire need of repairs.

HF’s new Federally Qualified Health Centers (FQHCs) Disaster Recovery Fund will provide essential funds 

for these health centers, which together care for an estimated 350,000 individuals, or one in ten residents of 

Puerto Rico. HF expects that grants of $100,000 will be awarded to each of the  island’s 20 FQHCs.  
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Hispanic Federation and UNIDOS Disaster Relief and 
Recovery

Hispanic Federation is the premier Latino nonprofit 

membership and grant-making organization staffed 

by and based in diasporic Puerto Rican and Latino 

communities in the U.S. Founded in 1990, HF 

provides grants and assistance to more than 100 

Latino community-based member agencies serving 

millions of individuals. Using a social justice lens, HF 

advocates and provides services in the following 

areas: disaster relief, nonprofit capacity-building, 

economic empowerment, civic engagement, 

immigration, education, health and the environment. 

HF has offices in New York, Florida, Connecticut, and 

Washington, D.C. It will soon open offices in Puerto 

Rico.

Since Hurricane Maria hit the island on September 

20th, HF’s UNIDOS Disaster Relief & Recovery 

initiative has been in the forefront of efforts to assist 

Puerto Rico recover. Its actions include:

• A $2 million dollar initial investment to 

purchase food, water, other supplies for 

island

• Coordination of more than 20 relief aid 

flights to the island’s municipalities

• 2,400 water filters provided to 

communities

• 160 patients evacuated for emergency 

care

A critical aspect of this effort is a $2.5 million dollar 

Amanece Fund, which partners with nonprofits in 

Puerto Rico which are supporting relief and long-

term recovery efforts. HF strongly believes that, if 

given the resources, Puerto Rican nonprofits can and 

must lead in not only relief, but long-term recovery 

efforts. Hispanic Federation’s grant making is guided 

by the following basic principles:

• Local nonprofits are best positioned to 

assist local community members  

• Local nonprofits are ideal players in any 

individual and collaborative effort to help 

rebuild Puerto Rico long term

• Local nonprofits are ideal entities to 

pilot new initiatives and scale them up if 

deemed successful

• Local nonprofits are well positioned to 

defend community interests 

The support of Puerto Rico’s community health 

centers is closely aligned with these principles and 

HF’s commitment to ensuring not only immediate 

recovery, but future viability of the island’s essential 

institutions. 

Learn more about the Hispanic Federation and its 

UNIDOS relief efforts here.

http://www.hispanicfederationunidos.org
http://www.hispanicfederationunidos.org
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Puerto Rico’s Public Health Care Crisis 

Hurricane Maria, the strongest storm to hit 

Puerto Rico in nearly a century, has unleashed 

incomparable devastation on the island, causing 

widespread flooding, crippling infrastructure, and 

knocking out power, especially in more isolated and 

rural regions outside of the metro area. Puerto Rico’s 

health care system, already impacted by a decades-

long economic crisis, an exodus of doctors and 

other health care personnel, and long term federal 

underinvestment’s in the island’s Medicaid program, 

has been gravely weakened by the hurricane, and is 

currently existing on life support.  

One critical line of health defense is Puerto Rico’s 

network of federally qualified health centers 

(FQHCs), front line and easily accessible community 

health institutions whose mission is to care for all 

people, regardless of ability pay. These health 

centers have served as essential first responders to 

this humanitarian and public health crisis, especially 

in more isolated regions of the island. 

Yet a recent report identified critical needs of 

the FQHCs in Puerto Rico after Hurricane Maria 

hit the island on September 20th. While most 

community health centers were open shortly after 

the hurricane had passed, operations are far from 

normal. Hazardous environmental conditions, 

including standing and contaminated water and 

high temperatures have dramatically increased the 

risk for communicable diseases and other illnesses 

common following catastrophic events. Additional 

challenges include:

• Damage to physical facilities, 

necessitating facility repairs and structural 

reinforcements

• Damage to essential patient care 

equipment

• Disrupted telecommunications

• Compromised electrical grid and 

intermittent power

• Limited availability of diesel to operate 

emergency generators and ongoing high 

cost of fuel.

Last year, the island’s health centers provided 

comprehensive medical, dental, mental health and 

substance use treatment services to people of all 

ages. Beyond providing health care, the island’s 

health centers are a major source of employment 

and serve as economic engines in rural and urban 

communities, including those most isolated and 

underserved. The recovery of the island’s FQHCs 

is essential not only to ensure that vital health care 

capacity is maintained and strengthened, but to 

restore community economic and social well-being.
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Federally Qualified 
Health Centers (FQHCs) 
Disaster Recovery RFP  
HF has earmarked a $2 million dollar investment 

for capital and infrastructure repairs of Puerto Rico’s 

federally qualified health centers to support the 

recovery of the island’s health centers and ensure 

their continued viability and future resiliency. HF 

estimates 20 grants of up to $100,000 will be 

awarded, primarily for capital needs. Grants may be 

used solely for:

• Repair and renovation of health center 

facilities damaged by the recent 

hurricanes;

• Repair and / or replacement of damaged 

equipment essential to patient care; 

• Reinforcements of infrastructure to 

improve connectivity, communications 

and access to electrical power;

• Alterations needed to better secure 

facilities for long-term stability.

All projects must be completed within 6 to 9 months 

to insure that facilities are restored and strengthened 

in advance of potential future hurricanes or other 

potentially catastrophic events.

Eligibility  
Organizations that are located in the territory of Puerto 

Rico, Culebra or Vieques and currently designated 

by the HHS’ Health Resources and Services 

Administration’s (“HRSA’s”) Bureau of Primary Health 

Care as federally qualified health centers (“FQHCs”) 

are solely eligible to receive these awards.  Each 

applicant must document that it is currently in good 

standing as a FQHC with the Bureau of Primary Health 

Care by attaching a copy of the most recent Notice 

of Grant Award from HRSA and have a demonstrated 

track record in their community. 

To meet the HF’s funding requirements, all applicants 

must also: 

• Submit proof of their federal tax 

exemption 501(c)3 status

• Provide back-to-back audited financial 

statements for the two most recent fiscal 

years.

Geographic Catchment 
Area  
HF will fund federally qualified community health 

center organizations in all areas of Puerto Rico, 

and is especially interested in projects focused on 

restoring FQHC sites serving the island’s remote, 

rural communities. 

http://www.hispanicfederationunidos.org
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Reporting/Metrics and 
Payment   
Grant Awardees will receive an award letter from 

Hispanic Federation. Upon receipt by HF of a copy 

of this letter signed by the health center, as well as 

an updated W9 form, grantees will receive the first 

payment installment.  Grant awardees will need to 

submit an interim (3 months) and final report on their 

progress toward accomplishing their project. As 

indicated above, the second installment of the grant 

will be contingent upon submission and approval 

by an Advisory Board of the interim project status 

report. Grants are subject to financial audit upon 

our notification during or immediately following the 

grant period. A separate bank account for the grant 

is not required, but it is necessary that a separate 

accounting of this grant be maintained.

Deadline   
Applications will be accepted on a rolling basis until 

all funding is exhausted.

Application Form and 
Instructions   
See attached document .

How to Submit   
The complete proposal and budget, along with all 

required attachments, can be submitted via email, 

fax, HF website, or mail, to:

Fernando Aguilar 

Contracts Manager 

Hispanic Federation 

55 Exchange Place, New York, NY 10005 

 

Email: faguilar@hispanicfederation.org 

Tel: 212-233-8955 x 137  

Fax: 212-233-8996 

WhatsApp: 917-715-7843

mailto:faguilar@hispanicfederation.org
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Solicitud

FONDO DE RECUPERACIÓN 
PARA CENTROS DE SALUD 

FEDERALMENTE CALIFICADOS 
DE PUERTO RICO

OPORTUNIDAD DE SUBVENCIONES PARA ORGANIZACIONES SIN FINES DE LUCRO

http://www.hispanicfederationunidos.org
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INFORMACIÓN DE LA ORGANIZACIÓN

AGENCIA:      DIRECTOR EJECUTIVO: 

DIRECCIÓN: 

CIUDAD:      , PUERTO RICO  CÓDIGO POSTAL:

TELÉFONO:      FAX:           CELULAR: 

CORREO ELECTRÓNICO:

SITIO WEB (SI HAY UNO DISPONIBLE): 

CONTACTO PARA PREGUNTAS SOBRE SOLICITUD Y REPORTES

NOMBRE:       TITULO: 

DIRECCIÓN: 

CORREO ELECTRÓNICO:

TELÉFONO:              CELULAR: 

INFORMACIÓN SOBRE SOLICITUD

MONTO SOLICITADO: $      FECHA DE LA SOLICITUD: 

CORREO ELECTRÓNICO:
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Pueblo(s) y barrio(s) que recibirán servicios a través de su programa:

NOMBRE Y TÍTULO DE PERSONA AUTORIZADA

FIRMA DE PERSONA AUTORIZADA                                                            FECHA

PROPUESTA (3—3.5 PÁGINAS)
Favor usar el tipo de letra (font) Times New Roman, Calibri o uno similar, de tamaño 12 puntos, márgenes de 

una pulgada y espacio simple entre líneas

Resumen ejecutivo

Por favor provea un resumen ejecutivo de la propuesta que incluya la misión de la organización y descripción 

de actividades, área geográfica en la que se ofrecen servicios, la solicitud y el presupuesto que se presenta 

a consideración (no más de media página)

Descripción de la organización

Por favor describa la misión de su organización, logros recientes, y reportes (registros) de su trabajo proveyendo 

servicios en la(s) comunidad(es) en las que tiene planeado ejecutar el proyecto (No más de media página)

Necesidades

Describa una necesidad de largo plazo que será atendida con este financiamiento (no más de media página)

http://www.hispanicfederationunidos.org
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Diseño del programa 

No más de 2 páginas. Favor incluir:

• Una descripción del programa o proyecto por el que está solicitando financiamiento

• Describa cómo esta subvención ayudará a su organización a atender las necesidades 

especificadas en la propuesta

• Indique cómo este proyecto contribuirá y apoyará la recuperación a largo plazo del vecindario, 

pueblo o de la isla en Puerto Rico que la organización quiere ayudar

• Por favor describa cualquier asociación o colaboración relacionada con esta solicitud de fondos

ANEXOS
Gráfica de logros

Cree y anexe una gráfica que incluya los principales logros a ser alcanzados como resultado de este programa 

y cómo podrán ser verificados (incluya una lista de procedimientos que van a ser utilizados para confirmar los 

resultados).

Línea de tiempo o timeline

Provea estimados de en qué momento se lograrán los resultados y objetivos indicados en la solicitud.

Presupuesto

Provea, línea por línea, en qué se utilizarán los fondos solicitados..

Documentos de solicitud

Por favor envíe la primera página firmada, la narrativa de 3-3.5 páginas, el presupuesto, copia de estatus de 

501c3 y los dos últimos estados financieros auditados a:

Fernando Aguilar 

Contracts Manager 

Hispanic Federation 

55 Exchange Place, New York, NY 10005 

 

Email: faguilar@hispanicfederation.org 

Tel: 212-233-8955 x 137  

Fax: 212-233-8996 

WhatsApp: 917-715-7843

mailto:faguilar@hispanicfederation.org

